
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children and Family Services Section 
Cory Pedersen, Director 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Targeted Data Trends: 
Foster Care 

Length of Time in Foster Care  

The length of time that a child spends in foster care 
is a data trend that is closely monitored especially 
related to policy and practice changes within the 
state child welfare system. The data highlighted in 
the following charts is from a point-in-time data 
pull dated 12/1/2024 and reflects all open 
foster care episodes on that date (947 children).  

13%

34%

23%

30%

Days in Care - Current FC Episodes

Less than 90 days

91-365 days

366-730 days

730+ days

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Ag
as

siz
 V

al
le

y

Bu
ffa

lo
 B

rid
ge

s

Bu
rle

ig
h

Ca
ss

Ce
nt

ra
l P

ra
iri

e

Da
ko

ta
 C

en
tr

al

Gr
an

d 
Fo

rk
s

M
ou

nt
ai

n 
La

ke
s

M
ou

nt
ra

il-
M

cK
en

zie

N
or

th
 S

ta
r

N
or

th
er

n 
Pr

ai
rie

N
or

th
er

n 
Va

lle
y

Ro
ug

hr
id

er
 N

or
th

RS
R

So
ut

h 
Co

un
tr

y

So
ut

hw
es

t D
ak

ot
a

Th
re

e 
Ri

ve
rs

W
ar

d

FC Episodes 730+ Days by HSZ

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

13+ yo

8-12 yo

4-7 yo

0-3 yo

Days in Care by Age Range

90 or fewer days 91-365 days 366-730 days 730+ days



Non-Foster Care Placements 
Another targeted data trend that is often examined relates to placement type. Categories of foster care placements 
consist of Licensed Foster Care (PATH treatment foster care and Qualified Residential Treatment Program placements 
included), Unlicensed Relative Placement, Trial Home Visit, Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facility, 
Runaway/Whereabouts Unknown, and Non-Foster Care Placements. Specific to this data trend analysis, types of 
Non-Foster Care Placements can 
include unlicensed shelters, 
hospitals, DD facilities, boarding 
schools, juvenile justice facilities, 
hotels, and offices. In the last 
calendar year, December 2023 
to December 2024, there have 
been 427 non-foster care 
placement instances. This number 
is not reflective of 427 total 
children, as some children have 
had numerous instances of 
non-FC placements. 

Termination of Parental Rights 
A termination of parental rights (or TPR) is a 
judicial determination that is made when there 
is lack of sufficient progress in terms of case 
plan goals, barring any compelling reasons not 
to terminate, or there are other aggravating 
circumstances present. The following 
point-in-time data represents current open 
foster care episodes as of 12/1/2024 in which 
a TPR court order has been entered into the 
data management system, totaling 210 
children whose parents’ parental rights have 
been terminated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Licensed FC
58%

Unlicensed 
Relative

19%

Trial Home Visit
10%

Non-FC
11%

PRTF
1%

Runaway/ 
Whereabouts 

Unknown
1%

Placement Setting by Type
12/2023 to 12/2024

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

TPR Count by HSZ

Children and Family Services Section 
600 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 325 ~ Bismarck, ND  58505-0250 

Phone: (701) 328-2316     Fax: (701) 328-3538     Email: hhscfs@nd.gov 

0-3 yo
21%

4-7 yo
23%8-12 yo

26%

13+ yo
30%

TPR Count by Age


