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North Dakota Emergency Medical Services for Children 
Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes  

March 12, 2024 
1:00 to 2:00pm (CST) 

 

• Welcome 
 

• Roll Call – Please add your name and organization to the chat for roll call. 
 

o Present: Erin Naylor from Sanford Health Fargo; Donene Feist Family Voices ND; Melinda 
Neff, Turtle Lake Ambulance; Dawn Lehrman, ND HHS HPP Manager; Chris Price EMSU;  
Mary Waldo, State Trauma Coordinator; Alyssa Preszler, Sanford Bismarck and Safe Kids 
Bismarck-Mandan; Carma Hanson, Safe Kid Coordinator Grand Forks; Dr. Joan Connell, 
UND Center For Family Medicine, Bismarck; Howard Walth, Trauma Coordinator CHI St. 
Alexius, Bismarck; Melissa Hauer, North Dakota Hospital Association; Beth Oestreich, 
NDHHS Injury Prevention Program Director; Dr Sonnamaker, CHI St Alexius, Bismarck/Metro 
Area Ambulance; Josh Bierman, Paramedic, Lake Region Ambulance Service;  

 
• Approval of Minutes – Howard Walth motioned to approve the minutes from December 2023; 

Donene Feist seconded the motion. No further discussion; motion passed. Minutes from December 
2023 are approved 

 
• Program Manager Update 

o EMS Conference: Chettie will be there in person along with Andy the Ambulance. Please 
stop by and introduce yourself. 

o Hospital PECC Form: This has been distributed and only ONE has been submitted. 
• Suggestions: keep pestering 
• Dawn Lehrman volunteered to assist 

o HECC Workshop Report: Chettie traveled to Omaha for this event.  
• Upcoming symposiums were discussed.  

• May – social poisoning;  
• June/August – Farm injuries (North Dakota presenter) 
• October – KS Chiefs parade shooting discussion 
• Discussion on other ideas:  

• Charting education (proper terminology)  
• Not put parents in a bad light, some chronic child diagnosis present 

differently, build collaboration with parent and medical team 
• ER misses child abuse more than they catch. Don’t want to sugar coat. 

• Child abuse education is always needed 
• Possibly do a recording and offer online with quick for credit to be able to 

reach everybody 
• Carma’s husband is a medical defense attorney – documentation to protect 

the provider  
• Vaccine preventable diseases 
• Late April Dr Doss – Sickle Cell Disease 
• Sleep education/scene assessment 
• Utilization of the SIM trucks 

o National Prehospital Pediatric Readiness Project: Will be sending out surveys to all EMS 
agencies in the state. Assessing pediatric readiness. Looking at 45 minutes to complete in 
May. Completion is voluntary but strongly suggested. Results are anonymous and used to 
help pediatrics nationally 



 

 

 

o Hospital Recognition Program: Hospital Recognition Programs now need to be federally 
approved. Chettie has been attending many meetings and continues to work on finalizing this 
project. 

o Family Voices Video: Donene recorded a kids with special healthcare needs video. This will 
be finalized and posted on our website soon along with a quiz for possible CEUs. 

• FAN Update: Rep not available; no update 
• Family Voices: Supportive of the charting education – especially when dealing with children with 

chronic health conditions; non-proper charting has led to CPS investigations, etc. 
• Committee Member Updates: 

o Carma – Child Passenger Safety in ambulance training;  
• Presented at the NW EMS Conference.  
• Will be doing two presentations on April 23, 12:00  - 1:00 and April 25, 6:30 – 7:30 

PM (currently 100 seats/session) 
• If you know of any EMS personnel who would be interested in becoming a car seat 

technician, contact Carma  
o Childhood Safe Kids injury prevention conference: March 27; FREE; virtual training 

• overview of child fatality review data, safe sleep updates; gun safety; basic child 
passenger safety; rural safety; bike and wheeled sports/pedestrian safety 

• March 26, 2025 – Next year’s free virtual workshop 
o 2024 Child Passenger Safety Workshop for Child Passenger Safety Technicians 

• July 31, 2024 
• Bismarck 

 
• Next Meeting 

o June 11, 2024, 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
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